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Abstract  

Both the central as well as state governments will have to make a road map not only for labourers’ 
employment but for the education of their children too. Given the great difference in the infrastructure 
across states in terms of internet and allied facilities it appears to be a huge task. 
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Introduction 
Since the COVID -19 pandemic has 
disrupted the normal lifestyle of people 
across the globe, the virtual world has 
come to the rescue. Amongst many 
institutions schools have also shifted their 
base to virtual platforms to conduct classes 
online. Since the COVID -19 pandemic 
has disrupted the normal lifestyle of people 
across the globe, the virtual world has 
come to the rescue. Amongst many 
institutions schools have also shifted their 
base to virtual platforms to conduct classes 
online. Consequently, catering to the needs 
of all stages of education from pre-primary 
to university level, online education has 
emerged as an alternative to ordinary face 
to face classes. Accordingly, various 
stakeholders such as government and 
private organizations are trying their best 
to assist each other by sprucing up their 
existing online platforms, apps and 
providing training to teachers to use these 
apps and platforms to the optimum level. 

Moreover, efforts are being made by both 
government and non-government 
organisations and edtech companies to 
support the school system to make a 
smooth transition to the virtual world. 
Upskilling and motivating teachers, 
organising counselling sessions for 
stakeholders such as teachers, parents and 
students are some of the important 
measures taken by the administration in 
the recent past. Making a continuous effort 
to provide customised teaching-learning 
material suitable for online classes is 
another way of facilitating the schooling of 
children. 

However, this alternative medium has also 
brought to the fore some stark persistent 
realities of Indian society characterised by 
social inequalities in terms of availability 
of resources, essential to access these 
online classes/platforms. These digital 
initiatives are perpetuating the hegemony 
of elite schools over the education system, 
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resulting in the digital divide between rural 
and urban and rich and poor. This digital 
divide is also affecting the work and role 
of the government as well as non-
government organisations across states as 
they are facing challenges due to the recent 
migration of millions of labourers to their 
native places. Both the central as well as 
state governments will have to make a 
road map not only for labourers’ 
employment but for the education of their 
children too. Given the great difference in 
the infrastructure across states in terms of 
internet and allied facilities it appears to be 
a huge task. In addition, the non-
government organisations that support the 
marginalised sections of the society in 
terms of health, education and livelihood 
and also collaborate with governments are 
facing financial crunch as most of the 
funds are being diverted to tackle the 
pandemic. 

Students and teachers also have their own 
struggles while accessing these online 
platforms. Due to financial constraints, 
students are not able to access the internet, 
and are devoid of electronic gadgets and 
laptop, phone or computer or even radio 
and TV. Those students who have facilities 
to attend to online classes face barriers in 
terms of unavailability of physical space, 
which is equally applicable to teachers 
who are supposed to conduct online 
classes from their home. 

There are also social barriers such as 
discrimination against girls as they are 
expected to do household chores instead of 
attending online classes in the mornings. 
In rural areas, boys are often expected to 
work on the family farmlands. In homes 
where TV and radio are available, the 
question of who has control over these 
gadgets is important. Most of the time, 

girls are not allowed to watch educational 
programmes. 

It should be noted here that missing from 
all the narratives of online education is the 
question of equity and equality, the 
cornerstone of the Constitution of India. 
Envisioned in the Constitution of India is 
the aim of providing equality of education 
opportunities to all citizens irrespective of 
caste, class, gender and religion. Article 29 
(1) provides for equal access to 
educational institutions maintained by the 
State without discrimination on grounds 
only of religion, race, caste, language or 
any of them. Similarly, the Right to 
Education Act 2009, mandates to provide 
equitable quality education to all children 
from six to 14 years of age. However, all 
the efforts of the government to facilitate 
education processes during the pandemic 
draws attention to the fact that the milieu 
of public/government education system, 
and low fee private school or affordable 
private schools, are out of the purview of 
government initiatives of online education. 
Even people from disadvantaged 
communities- be it, teachers, students or 
parents-have been left to fend for 
themselves while Government is making 
provisions for online learning or planning 
to resume offline on-campus school post-
COVID. Alarming is the fact that the 
government is oblivious to the stark 
realities of social inequalities which are 
proving to be the greatest barrier to access 
online education. 

On the contrary, from politicians to 
bureaucrats to private companies, all are 
concerned with completing the syllabus, 
assessing students and conducting entrance 
tests for medical and engineering courses 
through online mode in a haste, ignoring 
the issues and concerns of the marginalised 
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section of the society. When only 24 per 
cent of the households of students in India 
have internet access and in urban areas, 42 
per cent of households have access to the 
internet as compared to 15 per cent in rural 
areas, this online education is catering to 
the needs of a chosen few. 

Moreover, the COVID 19 pandemic has 
put the spotlight on the ever-increasing 
structural imbalances in school education 
in terms of rural-urban, rich and poor and 
gender divide. There are reports in the 
media about teachers and principals of low 
fee private schools from across all over the 
country who are forced to change their job 
to survive and support their families as 
most of the schools have their shutters 
down due to plummeting revenues as their 
students have either dropped out from the 
school or have migrated to their native 
places due to joblessness and subsequent 
poverty of their parents. The schools 
which have managed to sail through such 
difficult situations are finding it difficult to 
acquire resources and upskilling their 
teachers to teach online. Some of the 
insights emerging from this scenario are 
the gaps in addressing the needs of 
students as well as teachers belonging to 
the marginalised sections of society. 
Inclusivity is the hallmark of the National 
Curriculum Framework 2005 as well as 
the draft 

National Education Policy 2019. Still, 
while addressing the issues arising out of 
this pandemic, the marginalised sections of 
the society are being neglected. 

Technology has been considered central to 
the reform of school education and has 
gained unprecedented momentum during 
this pandemic. It is being perceived as a 
panacea to combat all the 
education/schooling related issues, hence 
the hurry to transfer classrooms into the 
virtual world without taking into 
consideration the reach to all learners. In a 
country as diverse as India in terms of 
regional, linguistic, caste, class and 
gender, and socioeconomic status, the 
school system is also characterised by 
stratification from elite to low fee private 
schools as well as government schools, 
creating a plethora of issues about specific 
educational, psychosocial and financial 
needs of students as well as teachers based 
on gender, caste, class and socioeconomic 
status. Under these circumstances, there is 
no way a unilateral approach to mitigate 
school education disruption is going to 
address these diverse and complex set of 
issues of multiple dimensions. 

Here we study the effect of online 
education on the school going students 
psychology before and after COVID 
pandemic. For this we conducted a survey 
analysis on 100 random school students 
and draw some conclusion on some 
student psychological problems like Child 
Regularity, Child interest, Self 
dependency, Parental control, Co-
ordination, Computer knowledge, 
Computer efficiency. 
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Data observation and result interpretation 

Child psychological attributes: 
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Conclusion 

The results of research represented that e-
learning in site with the teachers Tele 
working and parent’s virtual presence were 
more effective in experimental group. It 
could reduce the test anxiety and increase 
the Achievement motivation and academic 
achievement in high school students. So, 
expanded of e-learning sites with high 
abilities for high schools is suggested. This 
technology can improve students' 
academic achievement as well as having 
reached to a certain standard level of 
education with no access to schools, then 
by this technology the deprived students 
can achieve to educational provisions. 

References 

[1] G. Andrewartha and S. Wilmot, “Can 
multimedia meet tertiary educational needs 
better than the conventional lecture? A 
Case Study”, Educational Technology, vol. 
17, no. 1, (2001), pp. 1-20. 

[2] M. Paechter, B. Maier and Macher, 
“Students’ Expectations of and 
Experiences in E-learning: Their Relation 

to Learning Achievements and Course 
Satisfaction”, Computers & Education, 
vol. 54, (2010), pp. 222–229. 

[3] B. Gate and M. Gate, “One-to-One 
Laptops in High School Environment: 
Piscataquis Community High School 
Study”, Mittchel Institute, Final Report, 
(2004). 

[4] H. J. Hermans, “A Questionnaire 
Measure of Achievement Motivation”, 
Applied Psychology, vol. 54, (1970), pp. 
353-373. 

[5] W. A. P. Intel, “Positive Impact of E-
Learning”, (2009), Http://www.intel.com. 

[6] R. G. Jones, “Emerging Technologies: 
From Memory Places to Spacing 
Algorithms: Approaches to 
SecondLanguage Vocabulary Learning”, 
Language Learning & Technology, vol. 
14, no. 2, (2010), pp. 4-11. 

[7] Y. G. Katz, “Attitudes Affecting 
Collage Students’ Preferences for Distance 
Learning”, Computer Assisted Learning, 
vol. 18, (2002), pp. 2-9. 

JMSOS (48-54) NRJP Journals 2020 © All Right Reserve Page 53 
 



The Impact of online education on Academic Achievement of  
school students before and after COVID pandemic  

Dr. Rachana Prasad 
[8] M. E. Kenny, L. Y. W. Blair, D. L. 
Blustain, J. Bempachat and J. Seltzer, 
“Achievement Motivation among Urban 
Adolescents: Work Hope”, Anatomy 
Support and Achievement-Related Beliefs, 
Vocational Behaviour, vol. 77, (2010), pp. 
205-212. 

[9] H. A. Larson and J. R. Rose, “Effects 
of Deep Breathing and Muscle Relaxation 
on ACT Scores”, Eastern Educational 
Journal, vol. 40, no. 1, (2011), pp. 11-22. 

[10] T. Magnoson, A. Dall and A. T. 
Chiland, “Compact Set of National and 
International Documents in the Field of 
Education”, Inclusive Education 
Coordination Working Group, (2010), 
http://www.unesco.org/education/pdf/SAL
AMA_E.pdf. 

[11] A. Oraifige, G. Oakes, A. Falton, D. 
Heesom and K. Garner, “Conceptual Web-
Based Framework in an Interactive Virtual 
Environment for Distance Learning”, 
Electronically E-Learning, vol. 4, no. 1, 
(2006), pp. 61-67. 

[12] A. E. Partovi and G. Zandkarimi, 
Leitnerpro.com site: Asre Sefr O Yek Co. 
Iran-Tehran, (2010), Http://www.Leitner 
pro.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[13] R. Radescu and A. Davidescu, 
“Security and Confidentiality in the Easy 
Learning On-Line Platform”, Applied 
Electronics and Information Engineering 
Dept, Romania, (2010), pp. 449-452, 
http://www.icvl.eu/2010/disc/icvl/docume
nte/pdf/soft/ICVL_SoftwareSolutions_pap
er15.pdf. 

[14] K. L. Richard, “E-learning compared 
with face to face: Differences in the 
academic achievement of postgraduate 
business students”, Educational 
Technology, vol. 20, no. 3, (2004), pp. 
316-336. 

[15] I. J. Sarason, “Test Anxiety: Theory, 
Research and Applications”, Hillsdale, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, (1980). 

[16] S. Terrell, “The Effect of Learning 
Style on Doctoral Course Completion in a 
Web-Based Learning Environment”, 
Internet and Higher Education, vol. 5, no. 
4, (2003), pp. 345-352. 

[17] S. M. Yazdi and G. Zandkarimi, “The 
Importance of Learning Context: A 
Comparison of Students Academic 
Achievement among Different Field of 
Studies Using Virtual Learning”, Planning 
and Management in Educational System, 
vol. 5, no. 9, (2012), pp. 44-60. 

JMSOS (48-54) NRJP Journals 2020 © All Right Reserve Page 54 
 


